OBITUARY

TEL MAYOR & SUICIDE,
Hagoy Bigler Cute His Threat and thea Henge
i EHlmontt,

The gtartllpg announcemont echoed
through the community shortly after
oune-o'olock last Friday that Mayor
Shafer Sigler had committed suicide.
Mr. Bigler was st his blackemith shop
on Warren street, and the last any-
one geame to have seen of him wae
about 10 o'clock In the morning.
When he did not return {o the home
for the mid-day mesl it was thought
he bad boen detalned by urgent work,
but after the children had eaten sud
gone to school Mra, 8igler went up to
the shop to see what was keeping
him from his dinner.

carpenter shop of John P. Everltt,
over the blackemith shop, in search
of him, and there from the raflters
swung the lifeloss body of her hue.
band.  Her erles for help brought as-
alstance, and the body was eut down
and Deputy Coroner Jesse Smith as.
sumed charge,

‘The deliborateness of desperata
purposs was in ovidence. He had une.
doubtedly gone to the carpenter shop
to take hie life, knowing he would be
gafe trom interruption.  First ho had
taken hie pocket kuife and cut hie
throat. The pool of bleod on the
floor at a point ten feot from where
bis body bung showed that he had
sinod there for some minuios await
g unconsaiopeness, Then heahut the
blade, put the bloody knite in his
bocket, climbed up on the workbench
and adinsted the rope over a heam
and jumped off, tearing wide the gap-
ping wound made by the knife.  'The
dectorwagree that he had been dead
for two hours before  the body was
dizcovered,
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He was not/
filmut his shop, and even his wife can’
nardly explain why she went to the

Shafer Sigler was andoubtsdly a
sacritice 1o worry over his own busl.
ness and that of his ofiicial position—
more of the former than the latter,
Contliet with Couneil and inability to
bring about local conditions to hie
liking undoubtedly anunoyed him, as
responsibilities without experience oy
spocial capacity always dose, How.
ever, he seemed  to accept thesw an-
noying circumutances  of a publie
character pbilosophleally, and vet as
showing the state of wmind he com-
plained petulently the day belore hix
death of a bill pald by Council, which
he claimed was without legal warraut
atd would result in the indictment of
Ceuncil and himeell for having signed
the warrant, It was & trouble of
mind he had picked up and nursed.
He sttended the Board of lealth:

jmeeting Thureday night, and was ae |

active and interested as vanal. |
. His greatest worry, according (o]
those closest to him, was over the|
sale of his property and business. He |

had entered into a2 contract to sell

-and had accepled a small payment w0 |
i bind the bargain., He sincerely re-
ipented that bargain, and sought to
“be releaved. Saturday was the day
;on which he was to give possessiun,
;and failing in that there was the
| threat of a suit in ejectment and the
ilegal methode of enforcing sale. The
' public will accept this as the real
:eauge of his desperate action. '
' Shafer Sigler’s death is & distinct]

‘loss to the commaunity in whick he|
ibad more prominence than usually:
! falls to the lot of a man of hie station. |
| His integrity of life and purpose was |
‘recognized, as were his limitatione. !
i He was a hard headed, hard working
~man- who saw things straight and|
'who acted within his light, and there|
‘iseverywhere the expression of sor- |

srow and regret  that rings with sin- |

_cerity. There is no way to explain,:
or license to criticise, the desperation |
‘ot a moment thatelects oblivion. i

He was 58 years ofage, and
‘the funeral, one ot the saddest
(in all ite aspects - the town has;

‘known in years, was held from his
‘Iate home on Tuesday morning, Rev.
.Martyo officiating, assisted by Rev.
Baker Smith, a former pastor. His
“wife and twod children survive,




