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Ira Elston Hoagland, age 86, passed away on July 20, 2011 at 
home. He was born November 20, 1924 in Hackettstown , New 
Jersey to the late Elston and Ruth (Hatfield) Hoagland. There he 
attended primary school where he met his childhood sweetheart, 
Elizabeth Fleming. They were married July 14, 1945 in New York 
City residing there for a short time before moving back to New 
Jersey where their daughters were born. The last major move the 
family made was in 1953 to Colorado Springs. Ira was educated 
at Lehigh University in chemical engineering. He was a 
Commercial and Industrial Photographer and a member of the 
Rocky Mountain National Professional Photographers 
Association where he hung and received many rewards for his 

notable scenic pictures. Ira worked independently, but also, for many companies such as 
Bethlehem Steele during his university days, Hesse Patston Studios of New York City-
Hollywood, the Alexander Film Company, the US Air force Academy, and CIG-Coastal Gas and 
Oil doing what he loved to do until his retirement in 1985. He loved life and tried to capture it in a 
picture holding time still for years to come of people, places and events. While he was still able, 
he and his wife and grandchildren would travel the country in a motor home taking in all the 
beautiful sights of the United States and visiting with old friends and relatives. When travel 
became difficult, he enjoyed his backyard, a place of respite and beauty. He loved to entertain 
friends and family, reading, and listening to music, and taking pictures. Most of all he loved 
discussing the philosophies of life with all those he encountered. He so appreciated all the special 
people who cared for him. Proceeding him in death are his parents and a grandson, Mark 
Ryerson. He is survived by his wife, Betty, of 66 years; daughters, Peggy (Norm) Murray and 
Debby Ryerson; 6 grandchildren; and 15 great grandchildren; extended family and friends too 
numerous to mention; and his pets, Sadie and Josie. He will be dearly missed. Memorial Service 
will be held on Saturday, July 30 at 1:30 pm at Ascension Lutheran Church in Colorado Springs. 
Grateful appreciation to all the outstanding caregivers of Odyssey Hospice and Home Services. 
Online condolences at www.evergreenfuneralhome.org.  
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