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~on AY,,~s,; Qne Q{ the': most' promlnent,l
~aJ:~rs, ~ll;d,Qus~ness 'msI\, of Independ'1
oence"towlilllhlP. dIed at' Ills home, aboutl
fj;:woIl\ile,s, fl'(lm' here; 'Sl1nday ,mornlng,~
~I.jl~ 30"atter-anillness of several month~,J.i:. ,-,.'... ~' .. ,..: : .. '. ,- .. -' ~ , ',"' .. '-,' ".' - "" , " .. ,... " .. "~~
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frorii,iciatirrli: of,the stomach. The
',cestors"':of. 'Mr. ',Ayers "were. a'mong the
',tlllorty;settlers 'of :this vicinity. "His grear~
.'great.grellt.grandfa thex, ','ObadlQ-h.Ayers.
';9ame','ti'om·.A,berdeen.'Scotland. " to ,.this
,'country about' 1720.and, settleda.t what is
:now ,Hackettstown. Ezekiel ,Ayers, his
great-great-grandfat4el'. who' died.In 1796,
and 'wlls ,burled In the: old ,Hackettstown
Presbyterian' Burylnlf Ground, was a;Ii' In.'
fluential, 'hUlliness man' hers'about 1775.
Iilsgl'eat-granC!ta1:h,ir,EzekieIAyers. Jr.;
andhls:g-randfather. ~oberL.A,Yers, were
wealtpy -"la!,d9-wne,rs, In'', rndependence

; "t;pwJj,sl11ll.Lfl101tl 1775' untI1/1$65.' ,'.'
. ' The 'deesased~always.llvedlnthe ;town-'
shlp'jn, Whloh,he.died., Besldes,hls Widow"
:neIs,surVlved .by three 'children-DaVid,
'lj'ijq .. resldes, .on 'tIle',homestead fann;
.~brg"" ..of, PJainfleld,andMrs .. Walter' L.
;COP~':'of,.NeW"ar4.. Hewas qneof a·fllm"
,ny, 'of, twelvechlldren.\lnd: his survivIng
b~Qth",rs "and.,'sfsters·' 1~'tills ..vIcinity aI'"
i,Mrs:.J'ac9b :4: Shields and Andrew J .
.A,yel's.ot'!ia,e4ettstown; Simon A. 4y~rs
.ari41\fI:s. ,Lquls Sehencl!;, of· Independence
io~~tilp, ' ;i' .•.
, At'the'tlmeof.h!lld<iath ':M;r:Ayers was
flHlng' the :posltlon pt'. supervll;lor of ti!t\
Inll<::Jl.dam.r9a-d,s. Qf .Warren' ,county,· to
Wh~ch position he was apPQ1ll.ted byJM
CQunty 'Boar-d (If Freeholqers· about two
yeafsago. Llke.h~s fatheroefore ,hIm i!e'
!lad "fllled many. PllIces <if trl!~t in the
tOWtllshlq,9fWhloh,J:lewalJalife~1<ing r<lsl-
dent. ;For' several years he was a, mem-
Per.(lfthe.:Soard of Freeholdsrsandwas
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